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October Is a Hoot 
 

In October, the black of night is deep and dark. Chill winds 
blow away the veil of clouds shrouding the crescent moon 
so that it casts faint shadows in the forest. A deep hoot 
echoes, sending a shiver down your spine. October is 
considered Owl Month for a good reason. This is the time 
of year that many great horned owls are active. They begin 
to set up territory and look for a mate. Hooting, screeching, 
and other vocalizations are integral to these rituals. For this 
reason, October is sometimes called the hooting season. 
 

For millennia, humankind has shared myths that depict 
owls as emissaries of doom, death, and evil magic.  
The ancient Greeks and Romans believed that witches  
could transform themselves into owls. The Hopis of North 
America believe that burrowing owls, which nest and roost 
underground, are associated with Maasaw, the god of the 
dead and the night. During the Gaelic festival of Samhain, 
which takes place on the night of October 31, the barrier 
between the living and the dead thins so that the spirits of 
deceased relatives can find their way home. Owls, it was 
believed, could snatch those wandering souls and eat 
them. Is it any wonder then that owls, with their midnight 
hooting and hunting on silent wings, are associated with 
Halloween? As creatures of the night, they are the perfect 
symbols for a festival that reveres all things spooky. 
 

Not all cultures have feared the owl. The Greek goddess 
Athena, fed up with the trickster crow, adopted the owl  
as her companion animal thanks to its perceived wisdom 
and seriousness. Some Australian aboriginal groups 
believe that owls are the sacred spirits of women and are 
revered. In Afghanistan, it is said that the owl brought 
humans the gifts of flint and iron, tools to make fire. In 
return, humans gave owls their feathers. Owls are unique 
amongst birds. Their unusual characteristics—nocturnal 
nature, hooting calls, large eyes, and their uncanny ability  
to rotate their necks—all have captured our imaginations 
and, in many ways, let our fears get the better of us. 
Thankfully, most cultures have learned to share these 
myths while preserving the species, ensuring the survival  
of these magnificent animals for generations to come. 

 

Celebrating October 
 

Country Music Month 
 

Global Diversity  
Awareness Month 

 
Emotional Wellness Month 

 
World Smile Day 

October 2 
 

World Teachers Day 
October 5 

 
Indigenous Peoples Day 

October 12 
 

Character Counts Week 
October 18–24 

 
International Chefs Day 

October 20 
 

International Artist Day 
October 25 

 
Halloween 
October 31 
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Halloween Humor 
What do birds say on Halloween? 
“Trick-or-Tweet!” 
 
Why don’t skeletons go trick or 
treating? 
“Because they have no-body to go 
with!” 
 
Where do ghosts buy their candy? 
“The ghost-ery store!” 
 
What do Owls say when they go 
trick or treating? 
“Happy Owl-oween!” 
 
What do ghosts give out to trick or 
treaters? 
“Booberries!” 
 
What Halloween candy is always 
late to the party? 
“Choco-LATE!” 
 
What do witches put on to go trick 
or treating? 
“Mas-Scare-a”  
 
What does bigfoot say when he 
asks for candy? 
“Trick or Feet!” 
 
What makes trick or treating with 
twin witches so challenging? 
“You never know which witch is 
which!” 
 
  

 

Pasta’s Path to Italy 
 
Pasta is a food beloved by cultures all over  
the world. While many associate this pantry 
staple with Italy (thanks to gorgeous visions  
of spaghetti mounds topped with meatballs), 
nearly every country has its own version of 
noodles made from flour, water, and eggs.  
On October 25, World Pasta Day, enjoy 
spaghetti from Italy, lo mein from China, ramen 
from Japan, orzo from Greece, or spaetzle from 
Germany.  
 
Many myths describe how pasta was brought 
from China to Italy during the 13th century by 
explorer and merchant Marco Polo. Historians 
believe it is more likely that noodles originated in 
central Asia thousands of years prior. Noodles 
reached East Asia and even moved westward to 
Europe long before the triumphant return of 
Marco Polo. Yet none can dispute that in Italy 
pasta was transformed and refined, thanks to 
the cultivation of durum wheat, which is high in 
gluten and long-lasting on the shelf. The 
Mediterranean climate was suited to growing 
vegetables and herbs, which led to  
the development of the many tomato-based 
sauces that are today synonymous with pasta. 
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Resident Spot Light! 
 

For the month of October we would 
like to take out the time to tell you 

about Mr. Thomas D! As some of you 
may know he was a very successful 

man back in his prime! He was 
actually the mayor of Madiera Beach! 

How cool is that?! 
If you’re not familiar with the location, 

Madeira Beach is a city in Pinellas 
County, Florida, it is bordered on the 

west by the Gulf of Mexico and on the 
east by St. Petersburg! If you have 
been to visit the community before 

you may be familiar with Mr. Tom! He 
loves the Yankees and he’s sure to 
let you know by wearing his team 
shirts most of the time! Let’s not 

forget to mention that he also in fact 
was a fabulous Artist, and all of the 
paintings he has in his room were 

signed and painted by him! Why are  
you so awesome Tom?! Keep being 

you Tom cause you’re killin’ it! 
   

 

Contact Us! 
It is our pleasure to take care of your Family 
members to the best of our ability! If you have 
any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to reach out to us! 

 
Wanda Blakey, LPN – Executive Director 
Email- wanda@hudsonmanor.net 
 
Bionca  Williams – Director Of Administration 
Email- bwilliams@hudsonmanor.net 
 
Donna Singletary - Dietary Director 
Email- dsingletary@hudsonmanor.net 
 
Aiesha Owens – Resident Care Director 
Email- aowens@hudsonmanor.net 
 
Debra Senise – Activities Director 
Email- dsenise@hudsonmanor.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tom and his lovely daughter 
Margie at our annual Holiday 
Party. 
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COVID-19 Visitations: 
 
As most of you know we have been 
allowing visitations on the front porch 
at certain times of the day as long as 
you call to make an appointment. 
 
You must wear a face mask at all 
times during your visit, maintain a 6 
foot distance from all other residents. 
 
No children under the age of 18 can 
be present during your visit, and a 
max of 2 visitors per visit. 
 
Please make sure you stop at the 
front desk so you can be properly 
screened before visiting with your 
loved one, and also to fill out a 
consent form and receive an 
informational packet on proper 
precautions and handwashing for the 
COVID-19 virus. 
We are doing all we can to make sure 
you and your loved ones stay safe 
during these hard times. It’s important 
that you follow our guidelines to keep 
everyone healthy, happy, and safe. 
We thank you for the cooperation in 
advance and we look forward to 
seeing you! 
 

 

October Birthdays 
 
In astrology, those born between October 1–22 
balance the scales of Libra. Libras have strong 
intellects and keen minds and so need constant 
stimulation. Libras are also masters of 
compromise and diplomacy, acting as wise 
mediators between friends and colleagues. 
Those born from October 23–31 are Scorpio’s 
scorpions. Scorpios are passionate and intense, 
yet you may never know given their calm 
demeanors. They value truth, loyalty, and 
justice in friends and family.  
 
Alice “Dolly” R.-10/04 
Olga C.-10/07 
Charles “Charlie” S.-10/16 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Buccaneers Watch Party 

We will be having a watch party for the 
residents on Sunday 10/04/2020 at 1:00pm to 
cheer on our home team! There will even be 
a small band to put on a half time show in 

the court yard courtesy of one of the 
residents daughters who teaches a music 
class at the University of Tampa! Also, we 
will be celebrating her mothers Birthday! 

GO BUCS!  
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